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editorial
Slow Food Environmental 
Information
An exceptionally rich and intense 
year for Zoï Environment Network, 
2016 saw us advancing on many in-
teresting frontiers: We have analyzed 
the climate policies of the countries 
in Central Asia, South Caucasus and 
Eastern Europe for the European 
Union; we have facilitated the highly 
participatory process on preparation 
of an ecosystem profile of the global 
biodiversity hotspot – the Mountains 
of Central Asia – for the Critical Eco-
system Partnership Fund; we have 
contributed communication ideas to 
a highly innovative project researching 
and analyzing the use of drones in 
humanitarian action; we have coo-
perated with Belarus on a three-year 
project on environmental cooperation 
and sustainability; we have provided 
analytical and communication support 
to the Minamata Convention on Mer-
cury; we have lobbied at the United 
Nations Environment Assembly on 
behalf of a resolution on protection 
of the environment in areas affected 
by armed conflict; and, together with 
Umweltbundesamt Austria we conti-
nue to provide support to the Shared 
Environmental Information System 
(SEIS) initiative implemented by the 
European Environment Agency. This is 
just to mention a few highlights. 

The year was also financially viable: To 
us as a not-for-profit organization this 
only means that we have some more 
breathing space to exist and deve-
lop our own ideas and projects. This 
also shows that there still is a demand 
for what we at times call “slow food 
environmental information”: well re-
searched and matured, not really fast, 
not really sensationalistic informa-
tion on the state of environment of a 
country, a watershed, an ecosystem, 
a region, and – why not? – the world.

This is quite in contrast to what’s hap-
pening around us: Populists all over 
the planet are proclaiming simplis-
tic ideas and solutions for the future 
of mankind. One could easily deny, 
ignore or discard the existence of 
these, but unfortunately, there seems 
to be a groundswell of support for 
simple recipes in politics. Suddenly 
we see values and achievements we 
have been fighting for and thought 
had found universal acceptance – 
such as basic environmental protec-
tion – rapidly eroding. What can an 
organization like Zoï do to balance it? 
We will have to stand by the credible, 
valuable and evolving knowledge at 
the same time adapting to the mo-
dern communication concepts and 

tools, and likewise we will have to 
resist the temptation to imitate the 
populists’ quick fixes and promises 
of blue skies. After all, we are in for 
the long haul, like everybody else, 
and are responsible for finding sustai-
nable solutions. 

Thus, as long as we still can find the 
necessary support (including the ne-
cessary finances), we will continue to 
walk the trustworthy, yet challenging, 
imaginative and progressive path of 
providing slow food environmental 
information that is understandable 
and based on facts. Even if this is only 
done at a “boutique” scale, we still 
believe in our mission of building sus-
tainable societies on the principles of 
informed analysis, sound design and 
effective communication.

Geneva, May 2017
Otto Simonett



financial statement
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via My Climate





@zoinet.org (staff & board) 
carolyne.daniel
Graphic design, data visualization and web design

christina.stuhlberger (Brussels)
Film-making and creative communication

emmanuelle.bournay (Crest)
Cartography, statistical analysis, geography

firuza.illarionova (Nicosia, Dushanbe)
Field and policy support Central Asia

geoff.hughes (Port Townsend)
Editing, ghostwriting 

julia.denisova (Moscow, Kathmandu)
Webmaster, social media

lesya.nikolayeva 
Project management and communication greater 
Europe

louis-philippe.tessier (until June 2016)
Research and development / sustainable transport 

maria.libert (Stockholm)
Illustrations, graphic design

matthias.beilstein (Schaffhausen)
Cartography

nickolai.denisov
Projects and money Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia

nina.saalismaa
Operations and resilience management 

otto.simonett, Director
Creative thinking and leadership

tamara.mitrofanenko (Vienna)
Field and policy support Europe

viktor.novikov
Project development and management Central Asia

zurab.jincharadze (Tbilisi)
Field and policy support the Caucasus

@intern
enzo.michellod
Student in graphic design 

@zoiboard
susan.boos, President (Zürich)
Editor, WOZ Die Wochenzeitung 

alex.kirby (Lewes) 
Journalist, Climate news network 

yvan.rochat (Geneva) 
Mayor of the municipality of Vernier 



@ssociates 
Aigerim Abdyzhaparova 
ecosystems and waste, Bishkek

Alban Kakulya 
photography, Geneva

Aksana Tarasenko 
climate change, Minsk

Aleh Cherp 
sustainability and energy, Lund

Alekseiy Voronin 
pipeline safety, Novopolotsk

Alesya Chumakova 
media and communication, Minsk

Alexander Pahomau
information technology, Minsk

Alexei Ischuk 
geo-information systems, Kyiv

Alina Bushmovich
environmental information, Minsk

Amangul Ovezberdyyeva 
climate change and biodiversity, Ashgabat

Andreas Haskamp
environmental safety of pipelines, Wachtberg

Andrey Kulbey
pipeline safety, Novopolotsk

Anvar Homidov
climate change & environment, Dushanbe

Biymyrza Toktoraliev
ecosystems, Bishkek

Denise Soesilo
drones in humanitarian action, Geneva

Dmitry Averin
environmental information, Kyiv

Doug Weir
toxic remnants of war project, Manchester

Ecaterina Melnicenco
disaster risks and adaptation, Chisinau

Elena Kreuzberg
ecosystems, Ottawa

Francesco Holecz
satellite radar, Purasca

Gherman Bejenaru 
environmental information, Chisinau

Gamal Soronkulov
local development, Chatkal 

Hanna Hopko
environment and policy, Kyiv

Hansjörg Eberle
deminer, Geneva

Ilia Domashev
snow leopard and biodiversity, Bishkek

Irena Melnikova
mining, climate, translation, Kyiv

Iryna Vanda
environmental information, Lviv

Iskander Beglov
water communication, Tashkent

Irina Trofimova 
climate change and adaptation, Kyiv

Irina Bekmirzaeva 
health, waste and biodiversity, Tashkent

Ivan Ignatiev 
environment and health, Bender

Ivan Narkevich
environmental information and policy, Minsk

Jalil Abuduwaili
geography and ecosystems, Urumqi 

Johannes Mayer
environmental information, Vienna

John Bennett
environmental journalism, New York

John Cole-Baker
mining, Trient

Joel Rabjins
animations, Brussels

Jonas Kaufmann
project effectiveness, Bad Homburg

Jürg Füssler
climate change, Zürich

Kanybek Isabaev
environmental information, Osh

Kanstantin Tsitou
geoinformation and water resources, Minsk

Kieran Cooke
journalist, Oxfordshire

Kuralay Karibaeva
biodiversity, Almaty

Ljubov Hertman
water and adaptation, Minsk

Ludmila Spiridenok
pipeline safety, Novopolotsk



Lusine Taslakyan
environmental information, Yerevan

Mamuka Gvilava
environmental impact assessment, Tbilisi

Mamuka Khurtsidze
GIS entrepreneur, Tbilisi

Marina Denisova
copy-editing, Lancy

Martin Mergili
glaciers and photography, Vienna

Mikhail Pencov
water resources and policy, Chisinau

Mikko Halonen
environment and mining, Helsinki

Mila Teshaieva
photography, Berlin

Moa Schulman
graphical design, Stockholm

Mohammad Hassouna
environmental engineer, Marseille

Myriam Steinemann
climate change, Zürich

Mykola Babich
water resources and policy, Kyiv

Nedal Katbeh-Bader
climate change, Ramallah

Neimatullo Safarov
biodiversity and biosafety, Dushanbe

Oleg Lystopad
media and communication, Kyiv

Olexiy Ischuk
geoinformation systems, Kyiv

Pasi Rinne
innovative solutions for sustainability, Helsinki

Patrick Micheli
waste management, Geneva

Paul Buijs
water quality, Amersfoort

Penny Langhammer
key biodiversity areas, Portland

Peter Maxson
mercury supply and trade, Brussels

Robert Bartram
writer, Geneva

Roman Corobov 
climate change and vulnerability, Chisinau

Roman Kashkarov 
biodiversity, Tashkent

Ruslan Valitov
cartoonist, Bishkek

Sabah Nait
cooperation MENA, Vienna

Suzana Milutinovic 
industrial accidents, Belgrade

Svein Tveitdal 
climate change activist, Arendal-Froland

Talaibek Makeyev 
climate change and water, Bishkek

Tamar Bakuradze
environmental information systems, Tbilisi

Tamara Kutonova
water, chemicals and information, Kyiv

Uwe Walter
mining, Chemnitz

Vadim Vinichenko
sustainability and translation, Moscow

Vahagn Tonoyan
water management, Yerevan

Vicken Cheterian
research and journalism, Geneva

Victor Melnik
climate change and forestry, Minsk

Vera Mustafina
waste management, Almaty

Vlad Sibagatulin
cartography and GIS, Bishkek

Vladimir Korneev
hydrology and flow modelling, Minsk

Vladimir Lipsky
pipeline safety, Novopolotsk

Walter Reinhard
environmental safety of pipelines, Darmstadt

Yulia Yablonskaya
environmental governance, Minsk

Yury Nabivanets
hydrometeorology and climate change, Kyiv

Yusup Kamalov
local development, Nukus



Zoï Environment Network is a non-profit organization that helps to 
build sustainable societies through informed analysis, visual com-
munication and design. We are located in Geneva, Switzerland 
where we primarily support the work of the United Nations, the 
government of Switzerland, the European Union and many other 
public institutions. Zoï provides analysis, communication, policy 
dialogue and training, with a focus on our key themes: climate 
change, biodiversity, chemicals, security and conflict, water, and 
access to information. 
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